Northfield and Willowbrae

Minutes - Ordinary Meeting
8™ JULY 2025
Northfield Community Centre
7pm

Item Action By Whom
& By When

The chair welcomed everyone and outlined the format of the meeting.

Present: Ruth Pearson (chair), Margaret Bennett, Chris Alcorn, Lauren Kennelly,
Rebeca Diaz-Vazquez, Sunila Nimalasuriya, Gordon Macdonald, Clir Alex
Staniforth, WPC Anna Morrison (Community Police Officer), David Strachan (Fire
Fighter, Marionville Fire Station).

Apologies received from: David Armstrong, James Keating, George Callaghan,
Clir Danny Aston, Clir Joan Griffiths.

The minutes of the previous meeting (13/05/2025) were approved (proposed by
MB, seconded by CA). The chair asked for Matters Arising to be delayed until
after reports on Marionville Fire Station and community policing, to enable
speakers to leave early due to other commitments.

Marionville Fire Station — David Strachan (firefighter) reported on key issues of the
proposed closure, including need to upgrade the building and facilities, refusal of
SFRS to respond to a FOI request, and safety issues around delays of reverting to
other stations - McDonald Road near to capacity at certain tfimes, Musselburgh
may move to Tranent. Newcraighall not well suited to covering our area. There is
a public meeting on Tuesday, 2 September (2-4 pm and 6-8pm) at Craigentinny
Community Centre. Spaces can be booked for this event at
https://www.firescotland.gov.uk/service-delivery-review/public-consultation-

meetings/#top

Police Report — WPC Anna Morrison gave an update on policing in the local area.
Youth disorder issues and school parking compliance from previous reports are
ongoing. Water balloon incident discussed plus ‘out of hours’ noise complaints at
Morrisons car park. Advised not to approach local youths but to call 101.

Matters arising from previous meeting:

e Hamilton Terrace update (sign due to go up w/c 19/05/25) — CA reported
that the sign is not yet fixed but discussions continue.

e Wall clearance and repair update —site visit with confractors scheduled
for 08/08/25 to look at preparing the ground.

RP has responded to an enquiry from a resident in Meadowfield Terrace
regarding the lack of response from the council re: the wall along
Meadowfield Terrace; directed to Paul Swan, NE Area Locality Housing
Manager, and advised working with other residents might be helpful.

e  Piershill Flat update - MB advised no further news from the Council
regarding the intention to relet as housing. Clir Aston thinks we should go
down the petition route but need to update and confirm the community
support. MB to organise a leaflet for residents intfimating the date of
further consultation event in the two squares (possible dates 02/08 &
03/08 tbc).

e Calvary Park update — MB advised of a meeting between Clir Staniforth
and Gareth Barwell, CEC Director of Place, at which Alex relayed our
dissatisfaction with progress on a number of agreed measures, the
director requested that various officers complete a scoping exercise
showing short, medium and long term actions and costs by August. A
comprehensive briefing document has been prepared with a list of
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specific questions for the director, asking for an assurance that, before
any final decisions are taken on options and priorities, we and Mrs Wilson
would be included in the discussions. Clir Staniforth gave the document
to the Director and received a positive response. Awaiting outcome.

e Willowbrae Church Sale update — MB advised she wrote to the General
Trustees on 10/06 re: strong desire in the community to retain the church
for community use, stressing the shortage of community spaces in N&W.

Reply stated that the church ownership resided with local congregation
and that letter would be passed to them. No response to date but have
been informed that C of S has in place a moratorium on leasing their
properties. MB has spoken to Property Dept and asked them to convey
our wish to have community views heard by Trustees.

e Local Place Plan update — CA update on the Local Place Plan and
stressed that LPP process is still live and public input encouraged.

e Environment Fair update (RP/SN) — variety of applications for stalls are
coming in. Another email will be sent to local groups this week. Primary
schools in the cluster seem keen to perform and high schools are to be
asked if they could participate, perhaps with an orchestra. SN has
engaged a local employability initiative — Upmo Eat - to run the café. RP
to prepare advertising posters. An advert went intfo the June edition of
Duddingston Direct magazine.

e  Morrisons Car Park update - GC/JG both absent, report at next meeting.

e Community Cenfre management update — MB wrote to the Centre RP is o prepare
Manager asking for details of the Council Officer/s taking over the advertising posters
running of the Centre and a list of organisations and users. The latter
request was refused on data protection grounds. MB met with Helen
Bourquin, Community Empowerment and Engagement Service Manager,
on 11/06 who assured her that things would continue pretty much as
usual for the time being with the lease being handed back to CEC at the
beginning of September. Council is reviewing all centres so impossible to
give a categoric assurance that it will remain open. HB very supportive
and promised to inform us of any developments and suggested it was
probably best to delay re-establishing a management committee until MB to contact
long-term future is assured. However, as another centre has recently Helen Bourquin
been handed over to a third sector organisation, it might be a goodidea | gnd discuss.
to start trying to recruit a new committee to show community intent.’ This
was agreed.

Treasurer’'s update on financial position (CA):

Outgoings since last meeting (13/05/25) = £291.05 / Pending = £30.00
Incoming = £0.00
Available = £3,313.34 (with £7,500.00 from various grants due).

Issues included:

eFinancial Assessor still needed for 2024/25 to allow submission to CEC.
*BoS maintenance fee first monthly payment of £4.25 taken in July.

Grants:

Total of £7500 due to be received (includes previous awards for Piershill Barracks &
Jocks Lodge heritage information board (£2150), Lilyhill Terrace Noticeboard
£1000.06)). New grants include:

e CEC Community Grants Fund applied for £2,599.00 for 2025 ‘Community &
Environment Fair & LPP’. Only ‘C&E Fair’ element of £1,650.00 successful (NB:
still subject to formal sign-off by CEC).

e CEC Community Grants Fund applied for £2150 for Northfield Estate
centenary heritage information board successful.

e CEC Community Grants Fund applied for Royal High Primary School Nursery
Wildlife Garden, only partial award (£1,550.00), for Nursery Wildlife garden
improvements (will be delivered by Edinburgh & Lothians Greenspace Trust
(E&LGT, with the nursery staff & children).

e CEC 'Place Based Initiative Programme’ (PBIP) for ‘Greening neighbourhoods:
Street Trees replacements’ unsuccessful. CEC Parks suggested ‘The Tree
Council - Scottish Energy Community Tree Planting Fund' where grants of up
to £10k are available for community suggested tree works. A meeting has
been arranged with CEC Parks & E&LGT (who would deliver the project for
N&WCC), to explore an application based on a reduced PBIP bid, to focus
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on Piershill and Northfield areas (& possible Mountcastle), where higher
Indices of Multiple Deprivation. Deadline is 31st July.

Planning update — CA provided the following update:

e 48 planning applications in our area granted since previous meeting in May
(of which 39 were related to Piershill Square East & West window
replacements).

e Forty-one earlier applications still awaiting a decision (of which 25 were new
applications submitted since mid-May).

e Application for a Short Term Let at Piersfield Grove — N&WCC objected,
application refused.

e Tree Preservation Order at Woodlands Grove, Duddingston, N&WCC
commented, application refused

e Still no sign of submission of ‘Purpose Built Student Accommodation’ (PBSA)
planning application related to Unit 2 (New Yorker Pool Rooms) at 25 Jock's
Lodge Willowbrae arising from their Pre-Application Notice (24/04795/PAN),
submitted in October 2024.

o Still awaiting decision on PBSA application at 2C Northfield Drive (ex-
Northfield Fry site) 24/06124/FUL ‘Demolition of existing building and erection
of purpose-built student accommodation, with associated amenity space,
access, cycle parking and landscaping’ - N&WCC objected January 2025.

e Application for “proposed new house at land 50 Metres south of 64, The
Causeway, Duddingston” 25/02352/FUL, N&WCC commented, application
granted.

Subgroup reports — social media sub-group met and agreed a way forward to
engage with the 12,500 people within our community. Facebook presence
currently only 1600 followers, welbsite 165 followers with only 35 clicks on content
posted. RDV agreed to set up an Instagram account, a Tiktok account, and a
BlueSky account (replacement for X.) GM to remove the link o X on the website
and add links to new media once set up. Planis to create engaging content of
short (30 second) video reels, covering a host of interesting topics in our local
community, lofs of excellent suggestions have been given for possible topics.
Agreement on content will only be deferred to wider N&WCC members if there is
any doubt as to suitability amongst the sub-group members.

Anti-social behaviour at Piershill - RP advised that she had been contacted by a
local resident with concerns of suspicious activity in several commercial premises
in the Piershill area. RP advised the resident to speak to the police directly. The
email was also forwarded anonymously to WPC Morrison.

No 12 bus — RP has sent emails to a number of offices in support of Holyrood RC
High School Parent Council’'s request for the re-instatement of the no 12 bus but
has received formulaic replies which restate education policy and LRT's stance
that the route needs to be economically viable which it is not with free bus
passes being used. Disappointed that the unsafe footpath and danger to
cyclists at Smokey Brae was not acknowledged. RP has sent another letter
demanding a more considered response. Members felt that this issue was now a
matter for the parent council fo continue to pursue. RP agreed to send email
with suggestions to approach Leith/Restalrig community councils and locall
cluster primary schools.

Public Forum & any other business. Member of the public asked what had
happened to the library box outside the community centre. Confirmed it had
been removed due to continued vandalism.

Date of next meeting - Tuesday 9t September at 7pm at Northfield Community
Centre. Any items for discussion should be submitted no later than Monday 25t
August for inclusion on the agenda.

RDV to set up new
accounts.

GM to link welbsite
to new accounts

GM to set up
email accounts
for RDV, social
media, and
engagement

RP to email

CA to investigate
who removed it
and whether it
has been
retained.

The Community Council meeting is open to the public, but it is not a public meetfing. Members of the public
are invited to raise local issues with the community council for discussion. If you wish to raise an issue, please
email the Secretary at secretary@northfieldandwillowbrae.org.uk at least fourteen days prior to the next
meeting date so it can be added fo the agenda if appropriate. We welcome all members of the local
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community to aftend these meetings as observers, with the opportunity to comment on items that have been
raised under the Public Forum towards the end of the meeting.

To keep up-to-date with the work of the N&WCC, look up our website
(https://www.northfieldandwillowbrae.org.uk). You can scan the QR code.
Copies of all previous minutes along with other aspects of the work of the
community council can be found here.

Scan me!

You can also like us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/nandwcc/). :%
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